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GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This course focuses on the different cultures and religions that, over time, have
enriched Spanish history and culture. Starting from the Middle Ages to the
present day, the aim is to gain a better understanding of the social, religious,

and cultural relationships that developed in multicultural Hispanic societies.

Learning about the history of Jews, Christians, Muslims, Moriscos, Roma
(Gypsies), Protestants, etc., will provide valuable insight into the current
diversity of Spain — a country where Catholics, Muslims, Protestants, Jews,

Hindus, and Orthodox Christians, among other faiths, coexist today.

CONTENTS

Topic 1. The Iberian Peninsula before Islam.

Topic 2. The arrival of Islam and the founding of Al-Andalus.

Topic 3. Jews and Christians under Islamic rule.

Topic 4. Andalusian culture through its poetry.

Topic 5. The Christian kingdoms and the conquest.

Topic 6. Jews and Muslims under Christian rule.

Topic 7. Literature in the Christian kingdoms: attitudes towards minorities.

Topic 8. Science: knowledge constructed by the three religions.
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Topic 9. The events of 1391, the Inquisition, and 1492.
Topic 10. Revolts and expulsion of the Moriscos (1609).
Topic 11. Protestantism in Spain.

Topic 12. The Roma people and Spain.

Topic 13. Spanish Jews: A journey there and back.

Topic 14. Spain (no-confessional state) and the religious and cultural diversity

of the 21st century.

TEACHING METHODOLOGY

The classes are structured around theoretical information about each religious
group and historical period, following the course syllabus. This is followed by
group analysis of texts and images of various kinds, aimed at encouraging
discussion and debate.

Class dynamics require students to integrate different skills and to actively

participate and engage in both individual and group tasks.

ASSESSMENT

1. Active participation in class, forums, text commentary, and other activities

proposed throughout the course. 20%

2. Project work (oral presentation in class and written essay). 40%
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3. Midterm and final exams (questions based on the theoretical content). 40%
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