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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

Students who enrolled on the first semester of Political System in Spain and the European 
Union course and who wish to widen their knowledge in this field are recommended to take 
this course. The aims of this course are to cover the fundamental aspects of the political 
system of the European Union. From certain theoretical fundaments which allow us to classify 
the different forms of democracy, an historical evolution will be presented of the European 
construction process. We will also study the group of institutions which make up the 
European Union’s political system as well as detailing the basic principals of functioning and 
the principal agents who intervene in the process. 

 

CONTENTS 

1. Classification of the democratic political regimes of the contemporary world: majority 
democracy versus consensus democracy 

2. Historical antecedents in the process of European integration. 
3. Opening process in Europe 

a. Treaty of Paris 
b. Treaty of Rome-single European act 
c. Treaty of Maastricht 
d. Treaty of Amsterdam 
e. Treaty of Nice 
f. The European convention 
g. The European Constition Project 

4. Institutional scheme of the European Union 
a. The European commission 
b. The council of ministers 
c. The European Council 
d. The European Parliament 
e. The justice tribunal of the Union 
f. Other community institutions and agencies: the regions committee, the 

economic and social committee, etc. 
5. Basic principles of the European supranational constitutionalism 

a. Transfer of national sovereignty 
b. Constitutional character of the treaties 
c. European competence scope and the principle of subsidiarity 
d. The principles of European community law 

6. Aspect and political agents in the decision-making process in the European Union 
a. Citizenship of the European Union 
b. European public opinion 
c. European parliamentary groups and political parties 
d. Lobby groups in the European Union 
e. Electoral behaviour 



  

CONTENTS 

f. Public politics in the union 

 

 

METHODOLOGY 

An essential part of the course is the class lectures with the active participation of the 
students in the debates. The teacher will provide the basic materials for the classes. Also, 
some documentaries will be shown on different aspects of the European Union. Finally, 
besides class attendance and the exams, students will write a weekly commentary on news 
about European current affairs which will be provided by the teacher. 

 

EVALUATION 

The final mark on this course will be based on four factors, all except the first, which is 
compulsory, will have equal percentages: 

 Attendance will be taken into account as students have to attend 80% of the classes; 
 Class participation, in talks on the course topics; 
 A voluntary written piece of work to be supervised by the teacher/s. This will be 

assessed on the bibliographical sources used, the innovative character of the work 
and the presentation in class; 

 The marks of the tests carried out throughout the course. 
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