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HISTORY OF SPAIN 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the most significant political, economic, social, and cultural events from 
the mid-twentieth century to present-day Spain. After an introductory topic explaining the 
background and precedents of the Franco regime, the course will focus on an in-depth 
analysis of Franco’s military dictatorship and the process through which Spain transitioned to 
democracy and consolidated its democratic system up to the present day. 
 

CONTENTS 

 Topic 1. Spain at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century and the Second Republic 
(1931–1936) 

 Topic 2. The Spanish Civil War (1936–1939) 
 Topic 3. Franco’s Spain I (1940s and 1950s) 
 Topic 4. Franco’s Spain II (1960s and 1970s) 
 Topic 5. From the Spanish Transition to Present-Day Spain 

 

METHODOLOGY 

In this course, the teaching approach will be based on a combination of theoretical classes 
and extensive student participation, as students will have previously read some of the 
readings provided by the instructor at home. 
 
All classes promote an integrated skills approach, involving students in tasks through group 
dynamics and emphasizing the pragmatic and sociocultural value of the topics covered. 
 
The development of this course includes the analysis of a variety of film materials, historical 
texts, and songs. 
 

EVALUATION 

To be eligible for assessment, students must attend at least 80% of class sessions. 
 Students’ attention, participation, and interest will account for 25% of the final grade. 
 25% of the final grade will be based on the different written and oral exercises 

completed throughout the course. 
 The remaining 50% will depend on the results obtained in the written exam 

administered at the end of the course. 
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