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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

 
This course explores the rich history, poetic traditions, and cultural impact of 

Andalusi Music. From its origins in Islamic Spain to its lasting influence on 

flamenco, fado, and other musical traditions, students will examine key forms 

such as the Muwashshah, Zajal, and Nuba.  

Through an analysis of musical structures, instrumentation, and performance 

practices, this course highlights the fusion of Arab, Berber, and Iberian 

influences that shaped Andalusi music. Additionally, we will discuss efforts to 

preserve and revive this musical heritage in contemporary contexts.  

By the end of the course, students will explore the rich artistic traditions and 

historical significance of Andalusi music from a broad perspective 

CONTENTS 

1. Origins and Cultural Synthesis of Andalusi Classical Music – The blending of Arab, 

Berber, and Iberian traditions, contributions from Islamic Spain, and the role of poetry. 

2. Poetic and Musical Forms: Muwashshah and Zajal – Origins, structure, cultural 

significance, and their influence on later musical traditions. 

3. The Nuba: The Core of Andalusi Music – Historical development, structure, and its 

relationship with poetic traditions. 

4. Instruments and Performance Practices – Key instruments (oud, qanun, rebab, darbuka), 

improvisation, and oral traditions. 

5. Andalusi Music’s Legacy and Influence – Impact on Spanish music, flamenco, fado, and 

modern revival efforts. 

 



  

METHODOLOGY  

1. Lectures & Discussions – Interactive sessions to explore the historical and 

cultural aspects of Andalusi Classical Music. 

2. Listening & Analysis – Analyzing key musical works and poetic forms to 

understand their structure and influence. 

3. Practical Engagement – Hands-on exploration of musical elements such as 

maqamat (melodic modes) and iqa‘at (rhythmic cycles). 

4. Research & Presentations – Students will research a topic and present their 

findings, focusing on historical or musical analysis. 

 

 

ASSESSMENT 

• Participation & Engagement (15%) – Active involvement in discussions and class 
activities. 

• Reading & Listening Reflections (15%) – Short analytical responses to assigned 
texts and music. 

• Midterm Exam (20%) – Written test on historical background, musical structures, 
and key concepts. 

• Research Paper/Presentation (25%) – In-depth exploration of a chosen topic or 
musical analysis. 

• Final Exam (25%) – A comprehensive assessment covering key concepts, 
historical contexts, and artistic traditions explored throughout the course. 
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