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I ANDALUSI MUSIC: HISTORY, POETRY AND CULTURAL LEGACY

GENERAL DESCRIPTION

This course explores the rich history, poetic traditions, and cultural impact of
Andalusi Music. From its origins in Islamic Spain to its lasting influence on
flamenco, fado, and other musical traditions, students will examine key forms

such as the Muwashshah, Zajal, and Nuba.

Through an analysis of musical structures, instrumentation, and performance
practices, this course highlights the fusion of Arab, Berber, and Iberian
influences that shaped Andalusi music. Additionally, we will discuss efforts to

preserve and revive this musical heritage in contemporary contexts.

By the end of the course, students will explore the rich artistic traditions and

historical significance of Andalusi music from a broad perspective

CONTENTS

1. Origins and Cultural Synthesis of Andalusi Classical Music — The blending of Arab,
Berber, and Iberian traditions, contributions from Islamic Spain, and the role of poetry.

2. Poetic and Musical Forms: Muwashshah and Zajal — Origins, structure, cultural
significance, and their influence on later musical traditions.

3. The Nuba: The Core of Andalusi Music — Historical development, structure, and its
relationship with poetic traditions.

4. Instruments and Performance Practices — Key instruments (oud, ganun, rebab, darbuka),
improvisation, and oral traditions.

5. Andalusi Music’s Legacy and Influence — Impact on Spanish music, flamenco, fado, and

modern revival efforts.
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1. Lectures & Discussions — Interactive sessions to explore the historical and
cultural aspects of Andalusi Classical Music.

2. Listening & Analysis — Analyzing key musical works and poetic forms to
understand their structure and influence.

3. Practical Engagement — Hands-on exploration of musical elements such as
magamat (melodic modes) and iqa‘at (rhythmic cycles).

4. Research & Presentations — Students will research a topic and present their

findings, focusing on historical or musical analysis.

ASSESSMENT

e Participation & Engagement (15%) — Active involvement in discussions and class
activities.

¢ Reading & Listening Reflections (15%) — Short analytical responses to assigned
texts and music.

e Midterm Exam (20%) — Written test on historical background, musical structures,
and key concepts.

¢ Research Paper/Presentation (25%) — In-depth exploration of a chosen topic or
musical analysis.

¢ Final Exam (25%) — A comprehensive assessment covering key concepts,
historical contexts, and artistic traditions explored throughout the course.
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e Avenar, L. (2004). The Music of Andalusia: From the Ninth Century to the Present. Oxford
University Press.

e Overview of the development of Andalusi music from its origins to its contemporary
interpretations.

e Bohlman, P. (2013). The Study of Folk Music in the Modern World. Indiana University Press.

o Explores the folk music traditions that influenced Andalusi and other Iberian musical
genres.

e Lage, J. (2000). Flamenco: Compas and Cante. University of Seville Press.

e Analyzes the musical and poetic elements of flamenco that trace their roots to Andalusi
music.

e Marin, J. (2017). The Andalusi Muwashshah: Poetry and Music in Iberian Islam. Cambridge
University Press.

e A detailed study of the Muwashshabh, its origins, poetic structure, and musical adaptations.

¢ Santiago, F. (2011). The Evolution of Zajal and its Role in Andalusi Music. Iberian Music Studies
Journal, 4(2), 95-112.

e Focuses on the role of Zajal in Andalusi music and its folk influences.

e Shiloah, A. (1995). The Theory of Music in Arabic and Andalusi Cultures. Cambridge University
Press.

e A scholarly work on the theoretical foundations of Andalusi music and its integration with
Arab traditions.

e Smith, S. (2006). Cultural Exchanges: Andalusi Music and its Influence on Spanish Folk Music.
University of Barcelona Press.

o Examines the cultural exchanges between Andalusi music and later Iberian musical forms.
e Weiss, S. (2015). Instruments of the Andalusi Tradition: The Oud, Qanun, and More. Routledge.

e A comprehensive exploration of the instruments commonly used in Andalusi classical music
and their roles in performance.

e Zaragoza, A. (2019). The Legacy of Andalusi Music: Reviving Classical Traditions in the 2 1st
Century. Music and Culture Review, 12(1), 45-60.
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